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Affordable
clean air
tech call

- DIPAK MISHRA

Patna: Deputy chief minister
Sushil Kumar Modi promised
better air monitoring in Bihar
and also asked for affordable
technology to fight the menace
of pollution.

“We have given brick kiln-
owners a year to install new
technology to reduce air pollu-
tion or lose their licence,®
Sushil said. “But it is going to
cost kiln-owners Rs 30 to 40
lakh each to install the new
technology. If three years later
it again becomes obsolete, will
we again ask them to install
more advanced technology?
Technology to make air
quality better must also be
affordable.”

The deputy chief minister
was speaking at the national
conference on air pollution or-
ganised by the Centre for En-
vironment and Energy Devel-
opment (CEED).

Government representa-

-tives from Bihar, Jharkhand
and Uttar Pradesh had come to
discuss a regional action plan
in this regard. Uttar Pradesh
minister for environment,
Dara Singh Chauhan, and
Jharkhand minister for food
and civil supplies minister,
Saryu Roy, could not attend
but sent their pre-recorded
messages. “Next time we will
try and see that ministers
come to Patha and discuss the
issue rather than. just send
messages,” Modi said in a
lighter vein.

He stressed that alterna-
tives must be provided to the
common man. “The air pollu-
tion in Delhi is directly related
toburning of hay in the fields,”
Modi said. “I have seen farm-
ers adamant about continuing
their practice even if they
have to go to jail. How many of
them can you put behind bars?
Tell them what can be done
with hay which would not

harm the quality of air.” He
said solutions to environment
problems cannot be arrived at
by blindly aping the west.
“The solutions must be inte-
grated with our culture, which
treats rivers and plants as
gods.”

CEED CEQ Ramapati
Kumar stressed that poor air
quality was causing a public
health nightmare in the region
and it was time for the three
states to get together and draw |
up an action plan to meet the

-
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Sushil Modi and Adri
member-secretary Shaibal
Gupta (right) inaugurate the
conference in Patna on
Tuesday. Picture by Nagendra
Kumar Singh
challenge. Others who spoke
on the occasion included ADRI
member-secretary  Shaibal
Gupta, environment expert
Kunal Sharma and chief envi-
ronment officer of UP Pollu-
tion Control Board, Rajeev

Upadhyay.

The fact-sheet distributed
on the occasion showed the
Indo-Gangetic plain as the
global hotspot of air pollution,
hosting half of the 20 most pol-
luted cities in the world ac-
cording to WHO. Only 1 per
cent of the 36 million city
dwellers in the region breath
clean air and states like Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Jhark-
hand are the worst sufferers.
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; National conference on air quaiity management

Our Correspondent

PATNA: A national conference
on air quality management was
organised here on Tuesday in
the state capital. Sushil Kumar
Modi, Deputy Chief Minister of
Bihar, inaugurated and con-
vened a conference on air qual-
ity management. The national
conference was organised by
Centre for Environment and
Energy Development (CEED)
in an attempt to bring govern-
ment representatives from three
states ‘Bihar, Jharkhand, and
Uttar Pradesh together to dis-
cuss a regional clean ‘air action

Anand Kishor, Divisional
Commissioner along with
Member Secretaries and senior
representatives from the State
Pollution Control Boards of
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and
Jharkhand also participated in
the conference.

Environment Minister of
Uttar Pradesh “Dara Singh
Chauhan and Food, Publjc

Distribution and Consumer.

Affair Minister of Jharkhand
Saryu Rai shared their thoughts
through pre-recorded video
messages. While elaborating on

the

Pollution Control Boards- and

government agencies of Uttar

conference helped identify key

areas of engagement air quality
among

Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand

to regulate the ever rising air

pallution levels in these regions.

management

attended by several other emi-

The conference was well

the need for an mtegrated
regional clean air action plan,
Ramapati Kumar, CEO, CEED,
stated, "Poor air quality is caus-
ing public health nightmares.
The need of the hour is to tack-
le this threat urgently. States
must work collaboratively, to
formulate a concrete Regional
Clean Air Action Plan with
watertight policies and well-de-
fined interventions on short,
medium and long term basis."
Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar
Pradesh all together comprising
a popuiation of more than 35
millions has only 78 manual
monitoring stations installed to
capture air quality data.
Speaking on the issue of the
lack of monitoring and data
availability in setting up a col-
laborative and time-bound
action plan for air pollution in
India, Prof  Sachidanand
Tripathi, Coordinator, Centre
for Environmental Science &
Engineering, Indtan Institute of
Technology (IIT) Kanpur said,
"In order to enhance air quality
monitoring, we need to set up
more monitoring stations across
the states. There is also a need
to conduct an elaborative study
to understand the source of

these emissions through the
source apportionment study for
all the major cities in"* the
region." He further suggested
that the need of the hour is to
treat air as a resource and also

supported the formation of a

board along the “lines of the
California Air Resource Board
to secure breathable air in the
IndoGangetic region.
Expressing deep concern over

the exponential rise in the num-
ber of private vehicles and its
subsequent effect on public
health in the Indo-Gangetic
region, Anumita Roy
Chowdhury, Executive

Director, Centre for Science and

Environment (CSE) said,
"Vehicles are responsible for
very high toxic exposure with
serious health consequences in
our cities. The cities in the Indo-

Gangetic region that i
early stages of
needs urgent action o,

growing dependence on

al vehicles, and scale |
grated and reliable p«ba

port systems with good la
connectivity. Also

sions from on-road
especially diesel pow:
older vehicles." ;
emphasised the need of
tion to cleaner vehicles
ing electric vehicles) for
taining the air quality if
regions. Highlighting
related to health lmpli
from industrial poll
Abhishek Pratap, Di
Programmes, CEED saig
pollution that claims an
million deaths annuaﬂy'i

- 35 million people livi

29 cities in the I

region. It adversely |
heath and livelihood ¢
region far removed fro
point of emission. We n

identify key chall
cleaner transition in the

industry of the region’
required financial, techs
cal and regulatory
reduce industrial

impact on the air quality
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‘Urgent steps needed to check

growing air pollution level’

Nandini
« hipatna@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The public debate on air
pollution has gained momentum
in the last few years, but it
remains centred on big cities
only. However, the fact remains
that 35 million people across 29
cities and 48 towns spread across
12,500 square kilometres long
Gangeticriverbasininnorthern
India are exposed to alarming
levels of air pollution. Most of
these cities are in the states of
Uttar Pradesh, Biharand Jhark-
hand - considered to be the most
polluted cities across the globe.

Todiscuss these problems and
their solutions, the centre of envi-
* ronment and energy develop-
ment(CEED)and Shakti Sustain-
able Energy Foundation jointly
organised anational conference
on air pollution with focus on
Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttar Pra-
desh. Deputy chief minister
Sushil KumarModiinaugurated
the conference in which divi-
sional commissioner Anand Kis-
horwasalso present.

Environment minister of Uttar
Pradesh Dara Singh Chouhan
and consumer affairs minister of
Jharkhand and environment
activist Saryu Rai also shared
their views through video confer-
encing.

The three states, together com-
prisingofa population of over 35
million (30% of Indian popula-
tion), have only 78 manual air
quality monitoring stations.
There are only five monitoring

THE THREE STATES,
TOGETHER COMPRISING
OF APOPULATION OF
OVER 35 MILLION (30%
OF INDIAN POPULATION),
HAVE ONLY 78 MANUAL
AIR QUALITY

stations in Bihar to map the air
quality.

“Weneed to set up moremoni-
toring stations for an extensive
study tounderstand the sources
of emissionsin all major cities of
the region,” said Sachidanand
Tripathi, head, environmental
scienceand engineering, IT Kan-
pur.

Modiannounced toset upfive
moreairquality monitoring sta-
tionsin Patnaand asked the pan-
ellists to discuss more such sta-
tionsin major cities of the region.

Ramapati Kumar, CEO of
CEED, said: “Poor air quality is
causing public health night-
mares. We need to tackle this
urgently.”

“Vehicles are responsible for
extremely high toxic exposure
with serious health consequen-
ces. There is need for urgent
actiontocontrol growingdepend-
ence on personal vehicles and
scale upintegrated reliable pub-
lictransportsystems,” said Anu-
mitaRoy Chowdhary, executive
director, centre for science and
environment.

ALARMING SCENARIO

SOME FACTS

Most polluted cities in Gangetic
Basin: Patna, Muzaffarpur, some
cities of Jharkhand, Kanpur,
Lucknow, Firozabad, Allahabad,
Varanasi

Patna generating more garbage
without increasing ability to
dispose it of

Total number of brick kilns in
Bihar: 55,607

TRANSPORT
Registered vehicles in Bihar: 47 lakh

Sector contributes 20% of total population.

- CEED survey says pollution under check

(PUC) certificate can be procured easily
without even taking the vehicle for
necessary test

India 4th largest automobile manufacturer

in world with on-road fleet of over 25
million

Sector growing at a rate of 61%

= Deputy CM Sushil Kumar Modi and others inaugurating a CEED
conference on air pollution, in Patna on Tuesday.
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5 SOLID FUEL USAGE

1 Bihar ranks first in

1 solid fuel

! consumption

190% population of
i Bihar uses solid fuel
i for cooking

5 WHO says smoke
inhaled from solid

: fuel equivalent to

' burning 400
y cngarefgis per ﬁlour




